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Idaho and U.S. Cattle Inventory 
 

Idaho cattle and calf inventory totaled 2.12 million head as of January 
1, 2006.  This was up 3 percent from the 2.06 million head in the State 
on January 1, 2005.  There were 472,000 beef cows, down 1 percent 
and 473,000 milk cows, up 9 percent, on hand at the beginning of the 
year.  The number of beef replacement heifers, at 95,000, was down 5 
percent and heifers for milk cow replacement, at 250,000 head, were 
up 9 percent from last year.  Statewide, there were 310,000 steers over 
500 pounds, 35,000 bulls over 500 pounds and 285,000 calves under 
500 pounds on January 1.  The 2005 calf crop totaled 900,000 head, 
up 2 percent from the calf crop of 2004. 
 
All cattle and calves in the United States as of January 1, 2006, totaled 
97.1 million head, 2 percent above the 95.4 million on January 1, 
2005.  
 
All cows and heifers that have calved, at 42.3 million, were up 1 
percent from the 41.9 million on January 1, 2005.   Beef cows, at 33.3 
million, were up 1 percent from January 1, 2005.  Milk cows, at 9.06 
million, were up 1 percent from January 1, 2005.   All heifers, 500 
pounds and over, at 20.0 million, were up 2 percent.  Beef replacement 
heifers, at 5.90 million head, were up 4 percent and milk replacement 
heifers, at 4.28 million head, were up 4 percent.  Steers weighing over 
500 pounds totaled 16.9 million, up 3 percent from a year ago.  The 
2005 calf crop, estimated at 37.8 million head, was up 1 percent from 
2004. Calves born during the first half of the year are estimated at 27.4 
million, up slightly  from 2004.  
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Dear Respondent: 
 
This issue of the Idaho Crop and Livestock Producers' 
News contains the Statewide results of the end of the 
year cattle surveys. 
 
 This release is sent to survey participants in 
appreciation for their time spent responding to the 
survey. For more information contact us at nass-
id@nass.usda.gov or at 1-800-691-9987. Thank you for 
reporting and your continued support. 
 
   Sincerely, 

 
   William R. Meyer 
   Director 
 



 

A THANK YOU TO ALL IDAHO FARM AND RANCH OPERATORS 
 
Your cooperation in completing agricultural surveys from this office is greatly APPRECIATED. Accurate, useful estimates are vital in decision making. 
All estimates derived from these surveys, along with other pertinent agricultural data, are published in our regular series of releases. All NASS reports are 
available free of charge on the worldwide Internet.  For access, connect to the Internet and go to the NASS Home Page at: http://www.usda.gov/nass/. If 
you have any questions or require additional information, you may reach us toll free at 1-800-691-9987. 

 


